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On June 9, 2021, a Florida federal judge dismissed a timeshare exit company’s counterclaims against
firm client Bluegreen Vacations Unlimited, Inc. after questions were raised about standing to bring
false advertising and deceptive trade practice claims in Bluegreen’s suit accusing the company of
committing fraud.

U.S District Judge Beth Bloom granted Bluegreen’s motion to dismiss Timeshare Termination Team
LLC’s counterclaims against the timeshare company following a Zoom hearing.

In particular, Judge Bloom found that TTT may lack standing to pursue claims under Florida’s
Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act due to the fact that it is not a party to the contract between
Bluegreen and the timeshare owners.

Eric Christu, Chair of Shutts & Bowen’s Intellectual Property Group, handled the argument for
Bluegreen and stated during the Zoom hearing that the communications between Bluegreen and
the timeshare cited by TTT can’t be used to support Lanham Act false advertising claims.
Furthermore, Christu argued TTT relied on Bluegreen’s attempts to upsell timeshare owners points
as a basis for its Lanham Act claims, yet failed to plead specifically which owners received those
communications and when.

“It’s perfectly appropriate for Bluegreen to react and respond to customers’ questions about
terminating,” Christu said during the hearing. “This is not the stuff of a Lanham Act violation.”

The Shutts & Bowen team working on the case include Partners Alfred J. “Bud” Bennington, Glennys
Ortega Rubin, Michael J. Quinn and Jonathan Hart and Associate, Travis Brown.

To read the full story, please click here.

About Shutts & Bowen LLP

Shutts & Bowen LLP, established in 1910, is a full-service business law firm with approximately 300
lawyers in offices in Fort Lauderdale, Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Sarasota, Tallahassee, Tampa and
West Palm Beach. Learn more about Shutts & Bowen at www.shutts.com.
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