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Shutts & Bowen to Represent Numerous
South Beach Businesses to Establish New
Business Improvement District

11.13.18
 

Alexander I. Tachmes, a partner in the Miami office of Shutts & Bowen LLP, is working with key South
Beach property owners and businesses to make their commercial sector safer and more successful.
Shutts & Bowen has been asked to represent all of the businesses and properties between 5th Street
and 15th Street along Ocean Drive and between 5th Street and 17th Street along Collins Avenue to
form one of South Florida’s largest Business Improvement Districts (known as a “BID”). BIDs are
special taxing districts, which provide funds for enhanced City services such as police and sanitation,
for a specific area. BIDs have previously been formed for Wynwood and Lincoln Road.

Mike Palma, Executive Vice President of the Southeast U.S. for Jesta Group - which owns the
Clevelander and Essex House Hotels, Tachmes’ clients – is proposing the formation of a BID
incorporating the bustling promenades along Ocean Drive and Collins Avenue.  Palma is also the
Chair of the Ocean Drive Association, which is the main organization representing all the businesses
on Ocean Drive and focuses on many issues involving this iconic street, such as special events,
safety, and cleanliness.

If approved by a majority vote of the property owners within the proposed geographic boundaries,
the BID would raise money for security needs, pedestrian safety, marketing, landscaping and other
services needed by businesses and owners. Miami Beach City Commission approval is required
before ballots may be sent out to property owners to vote on the BID. If all goes well, property
owners may expect to receive their ballots approximately mid-year 2019.

“A South Beach BID would be an extraordinary step forward for the future of our community,” said
Palma, who has been instrumental in leading positive change on Ocean Drive in the last few years.
“The BID will unify the district, providing a better and more cohesive experience for residents and
visitors alike.”

Shutts & Bowen and Tachmes, who has a long history of representing property owners in connection
with complex governmental matters, will provide all legal services associated with the BID approval
process. He said that currently many of the larger businesses have had to shoulder the lion’s share
of the cost for many enhanced services needed by the business community, such as additional
police security and enhanced trash collection required during holiday weekends.
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“The BID would do a better job of spreading the load of these costs across the community in a more
equitable way,” he said. “This newly created fund would also be put to good use for the business
community for years to come through additional promotion, beautification, and other projects.” 

Related News Items

"South Beach Tourist Mecca Looks at Taxing District for Security, Sanitation," Daily Business Review
(November 13, 2018) 

About Alexander I. Tachmes

Alexander I. Tachmes is a partner in the Miami office of Shutts & Bowen LLP, where he is Chair of the
Land Use and Government Relations Practice Group and a member of the Real Estate Practice
Group. A Martindale-Hubbell AV® rated attorney, Alex concentrates his practice on governmental
matters, including land use and zoning, public-private transactions, competitive bidding and
lobbying, and commercial real estate transactions, including hospitality matters.
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