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4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard, Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33607

R. Alan Higbee is a partner in the Tampa office of Shutts & Bowen LLP where he is a member of the
Corporate Practice Group and a member of the firm’s Executive Committee.

Alan represents public and private domestic and international companies and entrepreneurs in all
facets of general business, corporate and securities matters, including public and private equity and
debt offerings, mergers and acquisitions, business contracts, business transactions, joint ventures,
corporate governance, and franchise matters. He has significant experience in the restaurant and
hospitality, auto dealership, defense, homeland security, fertilizer, agricultural products, chemicals,
metals, mining and manufacturing industries.

Alan is a Martindale-Hubbell AV® rated attorney and has been named by Chambers USA as America’s
Leading Lawyers for Business and is one of the Best Lawyers in America® in Mergers and Acquisitions
Law, Project Finance Law, Corporate Law, Securities / Capital Markets Law, Business Organizations
(including LLCs and Partnerships), Corporate Governance Law, Corporate Compliance Law, and
Agriculture Law. Most recently, Best Lawyers in America® selected Alan as Tampa’s 2025 “Lawyer of
the Year” in Corporate Compliance.

During his over 30 years of practice, Alan has:

● Represented both issuers and underwriters in more than 25 public offerings and numerous
private placements of securities and has represented both issuers and special committees in
multiple going private transactions;

● Served as counsel to public company boards and special committees in a variety of matters and
represented public companies and their boards in matters ranging from annual reporting to
investigations by the United States Securities & Exchange Commission and other governmental
agencies;

● Served as general outside counsel and advisor to the boards of substantial non-profit arts
corporations;
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● Represented buyers and sellers in domestic and international merger and acquisition
transactions which have ranged from small asset sales to a public company acquisition of $4.3
billion;

● Represented participants in major international and domestic joint ventures in industries ranging
from regional restaurants to international defense to chemical manufacturing and distribution;

● Represented both franchisors and franchisees in franchise relationships;

● Represented both Venture Capital providers and recipients in multiple venture finance
transactions;

● Represented companies in the financing of aircraft, ship and rental car fleets; and,

● Provided general business and corporate representation to public and private companies ranging
from local businesses to Fortune 500 companies.

Alan is an accomplished speaker and has participated in numerous Florida and local bar association
seminars on business, corporate and securities related subjects, as well as other professional
continuing education seminars.

Practice Areas

Corporate

Government Contracts

Private Funds

Industry Focus

Aerospace and Defense

Agriculture

Automotive

Hospitality

Manufacturing

Accolades

● Martindale-Hubbell AV® Preeminent™ Rated, 5.o out of 5.0 

● Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, Corporate/M&A & Private Equity in 2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

R. Alan Higbee

https://www.martindale.com/attorney/mr-robert-alan-higbee-4835601/
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● Best Lawyers in America®, Corporate Governance and Compliance Law, Corporate Law, Mergers &
Acquisitions in 2007-2019, 2022, 2024-2025; Agriculture Law, 2017-2025; Business Organizations,
Securities/Capital Markets Law, 2024-2025

● Lawyer of the Year, Corporate Compliance Law, 2022, 2025

● Tampa Magazine, Top Lawyers, Voted #1 in Securities/Capital Markets Law, 2016

● Florida Super Lawyers, Business/Corporate Law in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022

Education

● University of Florida, J.D., with honors, 1981

● University of Florida, B.A., with honors, Economics, 1978

Bar Admissions

Florida

Court Admissions

● Florida Supreme Court

● U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Florida

Professional and Civic

● Business Law Section, American Bar Association

● The Florida Bar

● Hillsborough County Bar Association

● Board Member, Florida Defense Contractors Association

Presentations

● Speaker, "New Developments in the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, Hart Scott Rodino Act, Pre-
Merger Notifications and Pre-Merger Filings with the Committee on Foreign Investment in the
United States," Inaugural Corporate Counsel Symposium Retreat, ACC Central Florida (July 31,
2015)

In The News
● Profiled in Business Observer article “Shutts’ Open Doors” (March 11, 2010)

R. Alan Higbee

http://www.businessobserverfl.com/section/detail/shutts-open-doors/
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● Profiled in Tampa Bay Magazine, July/August 2008

R. Alan Higbee


