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Bernard “Bernie” Pastor is a partner in the Miami office of Shutts & Bowen LLP, where he is a
member of the Business Litigation Practice Group.

A Florida Bar Board-Certified expert in Civil Trial Law with extensive first-chair experience in federal
and state courts, Bernie focuses his practice on complex civil litigation. He has managed and tried a
wide range of matters, including civil rights, wrongful death, tort, and commercial disputes. A
seasoned trial attorney, he has successfully tried to verdict nearly 30 federal and state jury trials and
has handled numerous appeals and oral arguments before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Eleventh Circuit.

Prior to joining Shutts & Bowen, Bernie served for more than two decades in the Miami-Dade County
Attorney’s Office, where he represented Miami-Dade County in federal and state court defending
wrongful death, constitutional, civil rights, and tort claims. Serving as Chief of Federal Litigation &
Appeals, and for more than three years simultaneously as the Chief of the Tort and Malpractice
Section, he oversaw high-profile and complex matters through trial and appeal. He also advised
senior leadership and key departments, including the Office of the Mayor, the Miami-Dade Police
Department and Sheriff, Jackson Memorial Hospital, and Risk Management on a broad spectrum of
legal issues. Bernie previously served as an Assistant United States Attorney in Miami and as law
clerk to the Honorable John H. Moore II, United States District Court Judge for the Middle District of
Florida.

Active in the professional community, Bernie is a former President and current Board Member of the
South Florida Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and is an elected member of the American
Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), an invitation-only organization recognizing experienced trial
lawyers who demonstrate professionalism, integrity, and civility. Bernie currently serves as an
Adjunct Professor at the University of Miami School of Law and as faculty for the Florida Bar Trial
Lawyers Section’s Advanced Trial Advocacy Seminar. He also previously served as an Adjunct
Professor at Florida International School of Law and as a faulty member for the National Institute of
Trial Advocacy (NITA).
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Practice Areas

Litigation

Accolades 

● Florida Bar Board-Certified in Civil Trial Law 

● Florida Trend, “Florida Legal Elite Government Attorney,” (multiple years) 

Education 

● Florida International University, M.A., Political Science, 2025 

● Temple University School of Law, J.D., 1994 

● Fordham University, B.A., Political Science and Economics, 1990 

Bar Admissions

Florida

New York

New Jersey

Court Admissions 

● U.S. Supreme Court 

● U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 

● U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida 

Languages

Spanish

Professional and Civic 

● Appointed by Chief Judge to Ad Hoc Committee on Rules & Procedures for the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of Florida (“Local Rules Committee”), 2004-2007; 2016-Present 

● Elected to American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) 

● Appointed by Chief Judge to Eleventh Circuit Court of Florida Professionalism Panel, 2026-present 
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● Florida Bar Civil Trial Law Certification Standing Committee, 2024-Present; Vice-Chair (effective
June 2026) 

● Federal Bar Association, South Florida Chapter, President, 2012-2013 (active Board Member, 2011-
Present) 

● Federal Bar Association, South Florida Chapter, National Delegate, 2013-2020 

● Florida Bar Trial Lawyers Section; member of Publication Committee, 2023-2024 

● Cuban American Bar Association, Member 

● Florida Bar Grievance Committee “J”, Chair and Member, 2000-2003 

● Florida Bar Federal Court Practice Committee, 2001-2007 

Presentations 

● Panelist, Florida Corporate Counsel CLE, Summit & Conference, “Litigation and Risk Management
in Government Contexts” (March 7, 2025)
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