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Services

Bankruptcy, Restructuring and
Insolvency

Bankruptcy Litigation and
Appeals

Creditor and Creditors’
Committee

Debtor Representation
Distressed Automotive Supplier

Distressed Transactions and
Bankruptcy Sales

International and Cross-Border
Insolvency

Loan Enforcement and
Restructuring

Corporate and Transactions
Financial Services
C&l and Asset-Based Finance

Commercial Lending
Enforcement, Insolvency and
Litigation

International
Canada

Public Finance

Industries

Automotive

Stephen S. LaPlante

Principal
Bankruptcy and Insolvency Deputy
Group Leader

Stephen LaPlante has been extensively involved in virtually every auto industry-
related bankruptcy case in the United States and Canada in the past two decades,
representing the interests of one of the Detroit Three auto makers and several Tier
1 automotive parts suppliers.

He is also a member of the restructuring team for the City of Detroit — the largest
chapter 9 bankruptcy case in U.S. history — as Michigan bankruptcy counsel.

Stephen recently acted as lead bankruptcy counsel on behalf of two
telecommunication companies, working to close a sale of the companies' assets for
$32 million and confirm a joint chapter 11 plan of liquidation, co-sponsored with
the unsecured creditors committee, to provide a significant recovery to the
creditors of the estates.

Working in Detroit, the heart of the American automotive industry, Stephen
continues to hone his expertise in supply chain protection and automotive parts
supplier workouts. The goal in every case is to keep the automobile assembly lines
running in an environment where contracts are exclusive with each supplier, usually
the sole source of component parts under a just-in-time inventory management
model.

Coping with the issues arising in a customer relationship with a financially troubled
auto parts supplier has become increasingly challenging in this rapidly changing
industry, calling for new, innovative solutions. The automobile business is unlike any
other and experience is essential to avoid potentially catastrophic consequences.
Stephen brings the experience acquired in hundreds of cases to bear on each new
case.



Stephen S. LaPlante

Financial Institutions
Government and Public Sector

Next Generation Vehicles and
Mobility
Education

Osgoode Hall Law School at
York University, LL.M., 2019

Wayne State University Law
School, J.D., 1993

University of Michigan, B.B.A.,
1987

Great Lakes Maritime Academy
at Northwestern Michigan
College, A.AS.

Bar Admissions

Canada/Province of Ontario

Michigan

Court Admissions
U.S. Court of Appeals
e Sixth Circuit
U.S. District Courts
e Eastern District of Michigan
¢ Western District of Michigan
Ontario Courts, including:
e Court of Appeal for Ontario

e Superior Court of Justice
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